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NUMBER

COURSE NAME

PREREQUISITES

ENG 200 English 10 English 9 or equivalent

ENG 300 English 11 English and ESL department recommendation
ENG 400 English 12 English and ESL department recommendation
ENG 610 IB English A1 SL 1 department recommendation

ENG 710 IB English A1 SL 2 successful completion of IB English A1 SL 1
ENG 620 IB English A1 HL 1 department recommendation

ENG 720 IB English A1 HL 2 successful completion of IB English A1 HL 1

Course availability is contingent upon student requests and personnel.
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EncLisH 10
1 year, 1 credit
Texts: selected novels, plays, poems, and essays
Students gain an analytical understanding of literature, increase writing ability, and expand
vocabulary in this course. Students also explore the four major literary genres: short story, novel,
drama, and poetry. Development and expression of individual ideas through reading works of
fiction, producing written work, and responding to the works studied are stressed. The writing
process includes practicing descriptive, narrative, creative, and expository styles.

ENnGLIsH 11
1 year, 1 credit
Texts: selected novels, plays, poems, and essays
Students study reading, thinking, writing, listening and speaking skills, and vocabulary
development. The writing process will be further developed through practice writing formal and
informal works. Students are also expected to communicate ideas orally through a variety of
discussion techniques.

ENGLISH 12
1 year, 1 credit
Texts: selected novels, plays, poems, and essays
Students survey a variety of literature with an aim to write analytical essays and imaginative
papers. Speaking and communication skills are emphasized through various forms of discussions
and presentations in preparation for a successful first year of university education. Intended for
ESL or low English proficiency students.

IB EngLisH A1 SL 1 anp SL 2
2 years, 2 credits
Texts: selected novels, plays, poems, and essays
Students learn to closely analyze and criticize masterpieces of literature and to develop skills
to write insightful, provocative essays with academic clarity. Coursework prepares students for
Standard Level IB assessments, including the World Literature essay, an oral commentary, an
oral presentation, and written examinations in May of the second year.

IB EngLIsH A1 HL 1 anp HL 2
2 years, 2 credits
Texts: selected novels, plays, poems, and essays
Students learn to closely analyze and criticize masterpieces of literature and to develop skills to
write insightful, meaningful work with academic clarity. Rigorous coursework prepares students
for IB Higher Level assessments, including the two world literature essays, an oral commentary,
an oral presentation, and the written examinations in May of the second year.
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G R 0 U P T W 0

English-as-a-Second-Language

Foundation Intermediate Advanced English 11
ESL 1 courses ESL 2 courses ESL 3 courses English 12

PossiBLE IB SEQUENCE
IB English B SL 1

IB English B SL 2

Foundation and
Intermediate

IB English B HL2

Advanced IB English B HL 1

IB English A2 HL1 IB English A2 HL2
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NUMBER COURSE NAME PREREQUISITES

Foundation

ESL 100 ESL 1 Skills placement testing

ESL 101 ESL 1 Writing Focus enrollment in ESL 1 courses
ESL 102 ESL Guided Reading department recommendation
ESL 104 ESL 1 Integrated Science enrollment in ESL 1 courses

Intermediate

ESL 200 ESL 2 Skills placement testing

ESL 201 ESL 2 World Geography enrollment in ESL 2 courses
ESL 202 ESL 2 ESL Physical Science enrollment in ESL 2 courses
ESL 103 ESL Phonics/Conversation department recommendation
Advanced

ESL 300 ESL 3 Skills placement testing

ESL 301 ESL 3 Literature enrollment in ESL 3 courses
ESL 302 ESL 3 US and World History enrollment in ESL 3 courses
ESL 303 ESL 3 Biology enrollment in ESL 3 courses

International Baccalaureate

ESL 600 IB English B SL 1 advanced English skills, department approval
ESL 700 IB English B SL 2 successful completion of IB English B SL 1
ESL 610 IB English B HL 1 teacher and department approval

ESL 710 IB English B HL 2 successful completion of IB English B HL 1
ESL 705 IB English A2 HL 1 teacher and department approval

ESL 701 IB English A2 HL 2 successful completion of IB English A2 HL 1
Humanities

HUM 401  ESL Senior Humanities ESL U.S./World History or equivalent; senior

status. This course is also a graduation require-
ment for ESL students

Test OF ENGLISH-AS-A-FoREIGN-LANGUAGE (TOEFL):

ESL students attempting the LAS diploma are required to earn a minimum 525 PBT or 70 IBT
score on the TOEFL examination. Although LAS will assist students in making arrangements to sit
for the TOEFL, students are required to follow all requirements for the test themselves. Students
taking the TOEFL outside the LAS campus during the regular school year are required to follow the
same procedures for missing classes as any other absence - the TOEFL is not a valid excuse to miss
classes in itself.
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FOUNDATION

These courses expand students’ essential English communication skills and cultural knowledge
and introduce the language of classroom studies. Students will develop oral classroom skills and
reading strategies, expand their vocabulary, and use more complex sentence patterns. Students
will also learn how to use school and community resources.

ESL 1 SkiLLs
1 year, 1 credit
This course is designed to orient students to LAS, to prepare them in the areas of grammar,
reading, listening, and speaking in order to advance to higher ESL courses. Language skills are
taught through the study of topics including School Life, Experiencing Nature, Cultures of the
World, Entertainment and Media, and others. Students are also encouraged to learn about other
countries and cultures.

ESL 1 WRiTING
1 year, 1 credit
Students study and practice basic English writing skills in order to advance to higher level ESL
courses. Students share ideas and information and are encouraged to write on a regular basis. Skills
taught include sentence construction, idea development, revision, self-editing, and peer-editing.
A number of different writing styles and registers are practiced. Students create a portfolio of
their work as well as written projects for showcasing their work.

ESL 1 INTEGRATED SCIENCE
1 year, 1 credit
This course teaches students to develop the unique language of science. Students will increase
their English skills through an introduction to earth science and the creation of individual projects
using scientific readings.

ESL Guipep ReADING

1 year, 1 credit

This course provides individualized instruction in which the students select a text, usually
fiction, and read at their own pace. Students enter new vocabulary items and summary of events
into a logbook on a daily basis, and progress is monitored by the teacher. Students learn library
procedures, notebook organization, and dictionary skills. Students also increase English vocabulary
and reading comprehension in order to advance to higher level ESL courses. Content is designed
to encourage reading for pleasure as a means of language acquisition.

INTERMEDIATE

These courses are designed to improve students’ accuracy in using English in classroom situations,
for personal and academic planning, and to understand the world around them. Students will
study and interpret a range of texts and produce a variety of forms of writing. Activities will also
help students to develop their oral presentation skills and acquire better study skills (including
note-taking and summarizing skills) that will enhance their ability to learn in all subjects.

ESL 2 PHonics AND CONVERSATION

1 year, 1 credit

The ESL 2 Phonics and Conversation class emphasizes verbal communication as well as writing
skills and listening and reading comprehension. Reading and writing skills both reinforce speaking
and dictation helps build solid listening and writing skills. Grammar skills are integrated into
all the exercises and activities. Students practice oral production, phoneme distinction through
minimal pair practice, tone and rhythm, intonation, syllable emphasis, and fluency through
activities such as role plays, dialogues (writing, memorizing, and performing), small-group and
class discussion, speeches, debates, and pronunciation drills. Topics examined in the course
include education and student life, culture, business and money, trends/fads, The Global Village,
and religion and culture.
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ESL 2 SkiLLs

1 year, 1 credit

Students will begin the year by reviewing basic verb forms and then move on to grammar topics
such as the further study of nouns, adjectives, articles and pronouns, as well as modal auxiliaries,
the perfect tenses, phrasal verbs and compound and complex sentences. Grammar structures are
taught through topics such as education and student life, city life, business and money, global
connections, the media, and others. During the fifth and sixth marking periods, students will be
introduced to a variety of short stories and the short novel, Journey Home, in an effort to introduce
students to skills of literary analysis.

ESL 2 WorLD GEOGRAPHY
1 year, 1 credit
This class is a survey of modern world geography for intermediate level ESL students. Emphasis
is placed on physical, political, economic, and cultural geography. There is a dual emphasis
on content and on English language skills. Topics studied include the solar system, government
systems, world trade patterns, and religions. The course serves as an introduction to ESL World
History.

ESL 2 PHysICAL SCIENCE
1 year, 1 credit
This course introduces students to basic concepts in chemistry and physics. In the chemistry
section, students will explore different chemical reactions and chemical bonding, atomic structure,
and will work with acids, bases, and solutions. In the physics section of the course, students will
explore characteristics of waves and the electromagnetic spectrum, and will examine properties
of sound and light.

ADVANCED

These courses prepare students to use English with increasing accuracy in most classroom and
social situations. Students will develop the reading, writing, and oral presentation skills required
for success in all subjects. Students will study and interpret a variety of grade-level texts, develop
oral communication skills through participation in informal debates and discussions, and extend
their range of research skills. Students will be encouraged to develop independence in reading
literary works and academic texts, in writing essays and narratives, and in applying learning
strategies and research skills effectively.

ESL 3 SkiLLs

1 year, 1 credit

Students study and practice advanced English grammar, reading, writing, speaking and listening
through content-based materials in order to advance to higher level courses at the secondary or
university level. Topics studied include health and leisure, high tech, money matters, creativity,
human behavior, and others. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing academic writing skills. Students
also prepare for external standardized examinations and are encouraged to share information
about each others’ cultures.

ESL 3 LITERATURE
1 year, 1 credit
The purpose of this course is to introduce non-native speakers to higher-level techniques of
literary analysis and to expose students to classic literature. The course parallels work done in the
mainstream literature courses, but the pace is modified and vocabulary study is emphasized. In
addition, students gain exposure to different styles and genres of writing which serve as models
for their own writing. In addition to novels, students read short stories and poetry selections
representative of different cultures, time periods, and styles. Projects and activities serve as
extension exercises for each work. In analyzing literary works, students discuss symbolism, theme,
character development, plot, narrative point of view, setting, and tone. Students play the role
of literary critics, and interpret and evaluate the texts based on set criteria. Texts include: The
Outsiders (Hinton), Go Ask Alice (anonymous), Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck), Night (Wiesel),
Catcher in the Rye (Salinger).
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ESL 3 US anp WorLb HisTory
1 year, 1 credit
This course examines historical time periods from the Renaissance up to the 20th Century and
provides a general understanding of major events in US and European histories. This course is
also designed to improve the reading, writing, listening and speaking skills of the students, and
therefore dual emphasis is placed on language skills and content.

ESL 3 BioLogy
1 year, 1 credit
Students will develop their vocabulary of the biological sciences, learn major themes and concepts
in biology, learn how to read scientific texts and articles, and are introduced to scientific writing
and basic lab techniques. Topics include cell theory, genetics, evolution, human biology, ecology
and some bacteriology. A major emphasis will include vocabulary development, writing, oral
presentation skills and some basic laboratory skills.

ESL SeniorR HUMANITIES

1 year, 1 credit

This course is a thematic study of how individuals and cultures organize their ideas, perceptions,
and values into coherent patterns and structures. Ideas from ancient Greece and Rome to the
twentieth century will be explored to understand how modern views of the world have been shaped
by centuries of reflection on human nature and society. ESL Humanities is a critical thinking
course in which students analyze knowledge and information with regard to source, intellectual
bias, proof, interpretation, social construct, opposition, and rationality. Please note that this
course does not fulfill the IB requirements for the TOK component.

IB COURSES

IB ENGLISH B SL 1 anp 2
2 years, 2 credits
This is a one-year course intended to give limited English proficient (LEP) students the opportunity
to reach a greater degree of English competence and to explore a variety of topics relating to
Anglophone cultures. Students are introduced to the use of a variety of registers in reading,
writing and speaking skills.

IB EngLIsH B HL 1 anp HL 2
2 years, 2 credits
This higher-level course aims to prepare non-native English speaking students for the IB exam by
exploring thematic units of study related to the Anglophone world. Issues such as globalization,
cultural values, and religions are explored through diverse language activities including reading
of fiction and non-fiction, film, presentations, and writing activities.

IB 1 EncLIsH A2 HL

2 years, 2 credits

This course aims to prepare bilingual students for IB English A2 assessments by exploring literary
and thematic units while developing advanced English language proficiency and skills in literary
analysis. Topics include culture options such as Language and Culture (bilingualism; linguistic
imperialism; language as an expression of culture) and Society/Social Change (racial, ethnic, and
gender discrimination; globalization; immigration issues) and literary options of Culture Conflict
and The Individual and Society. Texts include Things Fall Apart (Achebe), Cry, the Beloved Country
(Paton), I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Angelou), and Passage to India (Forster).
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0

Modern Languages

PossiBLE STANDARD-LEVEL FRENCH LANGUAGE SEQUENCE

French Language French Language

French 1 French 2 and Culture 1 and Culture 2

PossiBLE HiGH-LEVEL FRENCH LANGUAGE SEQUENCE

French 1 ) French 2 }IB French B SL1}IB French B SL2 IB French B HL

IB French Ab Initio 1 IB French Ab Initio 2

IB German Ab Initio 1 IB German Ab Initio

German 1 or German 2 or

German Ab Initio 1 German Ab Initio 2 IB German B SL1 IB German B SL2

Spanish 2 IB Spanish B SL1 IB Spanish B SL2

LAS Course Guide 2009-2010 o 27



NUMBER COURSE NAME PREREQUISITES

MLA 112 French 1 no prerequisite required

MLA 200 French 2 French 1 or equivalent

MLA 310 French Language and Culture | French 2 or equivalent

MLA 410 French Language and Culture 2 successful completion of French Language and
Culture 1 or equivalent

MLA 602 IB French B SL 1 French 2 or equivalent

MLA 722 IB French B SL 2 IB French B SL 1 or department recommendation

MLA 720 IB French B HL successful completion of IB French B SL

MLA 100 French Ab Initio 1 Special requirements: Intended for IB Diploma
candidates only

MLA 700 French Ab Initio 2 successful completion of IB French Ab Initio 1
Special requirements: Intended for IB Diploma
candidates; IB assessments completed the
second year

MLA 120 German | no prerequisite required

MLA 220 German 2 German 1 or equivalent

MLA 101 German Ab Initio 1 Special requirements: Intended for IB Diploma
candidates only

MLA 201 German Ab Initio 2 successful completion of German Ab /nitio 1
Special requirements: Intended for IB Diploma
candidates; IB assessments completed the
second year

MLA 633 IB German B SL 1 German 2 or equivalent

MLA 733 IB German B SL 2 successful completion of IB German B SL 1

MLA 202 Spanish 2 placement testing and department recommendation
Special requirements: Must have at least a basic
knowledge of Spanish

MLA 604 IB Spanish B SL 1 completion of Spanish 2 or equivalent

MLA 730 IB Spanish B SL 2 successful completion of IB Spanish B SL 2

MLA 606 IB Language Al Self-Taught SL 1  enrollment in IB English A2 or IB English B
Note: This is not a taught course-no academic
credit is awarded. For IB Diploma students only.

MLA 706 IB Language Al Self-Taught SL 2  enrollment in IB English A2 or IB B English

Note: This is not a taught course-no academic
credit is awarded. For IB Diploma students only.

Note: Entry in any language level is directly tied to following conditions:

Departmental placement testing, teacher recommendation, and a grade level of a C-.

Course availability is contingent upon student requests and personnel.
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FrREncH 1

1 year, 1 credit

This course aims to develop basic communicative proficiency in French language and provide
an introduction to the study of French-speaking cultures. Major topics include developing
communicative skills in the following situations: greetings, daily activities, ordering in restaurants,
daily classroom conversation, discussing family relationships, professions and nationalities,
shopping, domestic life, and health. Grammar topics include regular and irregular verb conjugation,
negation, definite, indefinite and partitive articles, possessive adjectives, agreement of adjectives,
interrogatives, forming questions, determiners, and comparatives.

FRENCH 2

1 year, 1 credit

This course aims to develop communicative proficiency in French language and enrich the students’
understanding of French-speaking cultures. Major topics include developing communicative skills
in the following situations: discussing art and museums, comparing people and things, traveling
by airplane or by train, eating in a restaurant, describing daily routines, congratulating someone,
discussing sports and leisure activities, going to the bank, and staying in a hotel. Principal grammar
topics include review of present tense verbs and passé composé, introduction of the imparfait and
future tenses, superlatives, irregular verbs, reflexive verbs, direct and indirect object pronouns,
and the relative pronouns qui and que.

FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 1
1 year, 1 credit
The aims of this course are to develop oral and written communication skills in French through
the study of a variety of authentic texts and films, with emphasis placed on developing oral
communication skills and understanding of French-speaking cultures. At the end of the course
students will be able to express ideas, opinions and emotions both orally and in writing, and shall
be able to read, understand and interpret written language for a variety of purposes.

FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 2
1 year, 1 credit
A continuation of French Language and Culture 1, this course aims to continue in the development
of oral and written communication skills in French language through the study of a variety of
authentic texts and films. Emphasis continues to be placed on oral communication and cultural
understanding.

IB FrRencH AB IniTio 1

1 year, 1 credit

The first year of a two-year course for IB Diploma candidates, this course aims to develop students’
communicative competence in a variety of everyday situations. Students will understand and use
accurately the essential spoken and written forms of the language in those situations. At the end
of the two-year sequence, students will have a general knowledge of a variety of French-speaking
cultures. Vocabulary is organized into the following themes from the IB French Ab Initio language-
specific syllabus: Personal Information and the Home, Environment, Francophone World, Cities,
Services and Transportation, Food and Drink, Hobbies and Tourism, Health, Education and Career
plans. Principal grammar topics include: regular and irregular present tense verbs, reflexive verbs,
negation, the passé composé, interrogative adjectives, the imperative, prepositions, articles
(indefinite, definite and partitive), and possessive adjectives.

IB FReNcH AB INiTIO 2

1 year, 1 credit

The second year of a two-year course for IB Diploma candidates, this course will continue in the
aims of the French 1 Ab Initio course in developing students’ communicative competence in a
variety of everyday situations. Students will continue their study of French-speaking cultures.
Students explore themes from the IB French Ab Initio language-specific syllabus (see above) in
greater depth. In addition to a brief review of all topics covered in the first year course, grammar
topics in the second year include the study of the passé composé and imparfait, direct and
indirect object pronouns, relative pronouns qui and que, impersonal verbs and expressions, the
future tense, and a basic introduction to the subjunctive mood.
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IB FRencH B SL 1
1 year, 1 credit
The first year of a two-year sequence, this course prepares students to sit the externally moderated
written and oral IB examinations. Course objectives include developing students’ skills in text-
handling (of both written and spoken texts), written production, and spoken interaction. Grammar
topics include: review of verbs in present tense (regular and irregular), direct and indirect object
pronouns, review of passé composé and imparfait tenses, pronouns y and en, future and conditional
tenses, and introduction to and uses of the subjunctive. Students will begin to develop essay-writing
and oral presentation skills within the context of the study of Francophone cultures. Topics of
study vary each year but may include the following in relation to French-speaking cultures: sport

and leisure, school and routine, Francophone literature and art, and cultural traditions.

IB FRencH B SL 2

1 year, 1 credit

In the second year of the two-year sequence, students further develop competence handling a
variety of texts including literary works. Students study literary works and continue to develop their
writing and oral communication skills within the context of the study of Francophone cultures. In
addition to grammar reviewed in context, other grammar topics include the compound tenses of
futur antérieur, conditionnel passé, plus-que-parfait, and further study of the subjunctive. Topics of
study vary each year but may include the following themes in relation to French-speaking cultures:
the individual in society, world issues and current world events, and adolescent lifestyles.

IB FRENcH B HL
1 year, 1 credit
Students will continue to develop their skills in text handling (both written and spoken), written
production (aiming to be able to write at least 400 words) and spoken interaction. To this end,
students will be involved in comprehensive personal research and the study of literary texts is
much more systematic than in previous years enabling students to express more complex ideas
in an even more varied number of situations and introducing them to new registers of language
and vocabulary. Students continue to develop an appreciation of French-speaking cultures during
the HL year.

GermAN 1 anp IB GERmAN AB INiTiO 1

1 year, 1 credit

Major topics include developing communicative skills in the following situations: greetings,
daily activities, daily classroom conversation, discussing family relationships, professions and
nationalities, sports and leisure activities, geography, animals, shopping, clothing, domestic life,
and health. Grammar topics include regular and irregular present tense verbs, negation, definite
and indefinite articles, possessive adjectives, agreement of adjectives, interrogatives, questions
with inversion, demonstrative articles, comparatives, and imperative verbs forms, and prepositions
of place.

GERMAN 2 AND |IB GermAN AB INiTIO 2

1 year, 1 credit

Major topics include: personal information and the home, environment, cities, services and
transportation, staying in a hotel, food and drink, hobbies and tourism, health, education and
career plans. Principal grammar topics include interrogative adjectives, direct and indirect object
pronouns, present (regular and irregular verbs) and perfect tense, reflexive verbs, negations,
impersonal verbs, directions, interrogative adjectives, imperative tense, demonstrative adjectives,
interrogative pronouns, prepositions, and possessive adjectives.

IB German B SL 1
1 year, 1 credit
This is an intermediate course designed to develop students’ ability to speak, read, write, and
understand German. Students will learn to understand and use the narrative past and future tenses,
relative clauses, and the subjunctive and conditional, and will also develop techniques to increase
their retention of the language they have learned. The main foci of the course will be grammar, oral
communication, reading, discussion and summarizing of various texts and films.
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IB German B SL 2
1 year, 1 credit
In the aim of preparing the students for the externally moderated written and oral examinations,
this course aims to develop students’ skills in text-handling (both written and spoken texts),
written production and spoken interaction. Students learn to read modern German short stories
and prose found in newspapers, letters, and magazines, to become sensitive to some of the issues
and problems in contemporary life in German-speaking countries, and to increase active and

passive vocabulary through reading and translations.

SPANISH 2

1 year, 1 credit

This course emphasizes effective communication in Spanish by way of activities that incorporate
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Students will explore a variety of topics related
to Hispanic culture, with vocabulary arranged according to themes including: the individual,
leisure, food and drink, health, school, work, and the city. Verb forms include the present, preterit,
imperfect, and perfect tenses as well as the imperative mood. Prepositions, object pronouns,
interrogative words, question formation, reflexives, relative pronouns, and demonstrative and
possessive adjectives are among the other grammar topics covered.

IB SpanisH B SL 1

1 year, 1 credit

The first year of a two-year sequence, this course prepares students to write the externally
moderated written and oral IB examinations. Course objectives include developing students’ skills
in the areas of text handling, written production, and spoken interaction. Major cultural topics
include Spanish and Latin American literature as well as current events and the geography of the
Spanish-speaking world. In addition to a review of many grammar topics covered in Spanish 2,
SL 1 students learn about the future and conditional tenses and the subjunctive mood. As this is
the first part of a two-year |B course, both semester exams are modeled on the externally-assessed
IB exam that students will write at the end of the following year.

IB SpanisH B SL 2
1 year, 1 credit
In the second year of the two-year sequence, students further develop competence in the handling
of both written and spoken texts, writing, and spoken interaction. A wide range of grammar topics
are covered within a holistic context. In addition to producing original essays and presentations,
students investigate a variety of themes using literature, newspaper articles, film, and music from
Spain and Latin America.

IB A1 SELF-TAuGHT SL

2 years, O credit from LAS, but satisfies requirements for IB Diploma

For students whose native language is not English, the decision to earn the IB Diploma often
precludes study of literature at the Al level in English. For such students, IB English A2 is a
viable option to study English at the IB level while Language A1 Self-Taught can be used to study
literature in the student’s native language. Assessments in Language Al Self-Taught parallel those
in Language A1, but requirements are reduced and expectations are adjusted in consideration
that students are literally teaching themselves. Students enrolled in Language Al Self-Taught
are expected to arrange for tutorial outside of the regular school day. This can be accomplished
through telephone and email contact. The LAS Self-Taught Coordinator meets regularly with
students to ensure they are on-track; the Self-Taught Coordinator also administers some of the
examinations for the course. Language A1 Self-Taught is offered only in instances where the school
cannot provide a teacher for the subject; as such, no academic credit is awarded for the course.
By design, all IB Language Al Self-Taught courses are offered at the Standard Level only.
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Social Stu

dies

MAINSTREAM SoclAL STUDIES SEQUENCE

ESL SociaL STuDIES SEQUENCE

World Geography

US/World Geography

Modern World . Theory of
History US History Knowledge
ESL 2 ESL 3 ESL

Senior Humanities

IB Courses AND PossIBLE SEQUENCE

SociaL Stubies ELECTIVES

B

IB History SL1

IB History SL2

IB History HL1

IB History HL2

IB Economics SL1/HL1

IB Economics SL2/HL?2

IB Geography SL1/HL1

IB Geography SL2/HL2

IB Psychology SL1/HL1

IB Psychology SL2/HL?2

3 Environmental Systems
and Societies SL 1

;

Comparative Government
and International Politics

Model United Nations
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NUMBER

COURSE NAME

PREREQUISITES

SOC 200 Modern World History Ancient World History or equivalent

SOC 300 US History Modern World History or equivalent
Note: Successful completion of US History,
IB History HL, or Comparative Government is
required in order to earn the LAS diploma

HUM 600  Theory of Knowledge US History or equivalent; senior status
Note: Successful completion of this course is
required in order to earn the LAS diploma

HUM 401  ESL Senior Humanities Note: Successful completion of this course is
required in order to earn the LAS diploma for
ESL students

SOC 600 IB History SL 1 eleventh or twelfth grade status

SOC 690 IB History HL 1 eleventh or twelfth grade status

SOC 780 IB History SL 2 IB History SL 1

SOC 790 IB History HL 2 IB History HL 1

S0C 612 IB Economics SL 1 eleventh or twelfth grade status

SO0C 712 IB Economics SL 2 IB Economics SL 1

SO0C 611 IB Economics HL 1 eleventh or twelfth grade status

SOC 711 IB Economics HL 2 IB Economics HL 1

SCl 641 IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL 1 eleventh or twelfth grade status

SCl 741 IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL 2 |B Environmental Systems SL 1

SOC 650 IB Geography SL 1 Modern World History or teacher recommendation

SO0C 670 IB Geography SL 2 IB Geography SL 1

SOC 740 IB Geography HL 1 Modern World History or teacher recommendation

SOC 790 IB Geography HL 2 IB Geography HL 1

SOC 750 IB Psychology SL 1 Modern World History or teacher recommendation

SOC 760 IB Psychology SL 2 IB Psychology SL 1

S0C 770 IB Psychology HL 1 Modern World History or teacher recommendation

SOC 780 IB Psychology HL 2 IB Psychology HL 1

SOC 400 Model United Nations Teacher approval

SOC 409 Comparative Government
and International Politics

Teacher approval

Note: Successful completion of US History, Comparative Government, or IB History HL
is required in order to earn the LAS diploma

Course availability is contingent upon student requests and personnel.
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MoperN WorLD HisTory

1 Year, 1 Credit

Students are introduced to the following topics in European and world history: Renaissance Europe,
Reformation Europe, the Westphalian Peace and the Modern State system, Exploration and the
Commercial Revolution, the Age of Absolutism, the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment,
the French Revolution and Napoleon, the Congress of Vienna and the Rise of Nationalism, the
Industrial Revolution and Imperialism, the road to World War One, the effects of the Great War
and the Treaty of Versailles, Democracy and Totalitarianism, World War Two, and the Cold War.

Unitep States History
1 year, 1 credit
The aim of this course is to enable students to develop an understanding of the main themes
of US history from the colonial period to the present, to develop an appreciation of the diverse
people who have created the history of the US, and to understand how the history of the US has
led to the role which the American nation plays in world affairs today.

IB Economics SL 1 ano HL 1
1 year, 1 credit
The first of a two-year sequence in economics provides a survey of macroeconomics and selected
microeconomic topics. Development economics is emphasized . Students begin the theoretical
foundation for the second year of the two-year IB SL and HL Economics sequence.

IB Economics SL 2 anp HL 2
1 year, 1 credit
This course is a continuation of the themes and topics studied in the first year of IB Economics.
Additional topics studied in this year include the theory of the firm with special emphasis on the
models of perfect competition, monopoly, monopolistic competition and oligopoly.

IB History SL 1 anp HL 1
1 years, 1 credit
This course is the first of a two-year sequence, and is a general survey of twentieth century world
history to the present time. Main topics of study include: the causes, practices and effects of
war; origins and development of single-party and authoritarian states; and the Cold War.

IB History SL 2 anp HL 2

1 years, 1 credit

This second year IB course continues topics and themes studied in History HL 1 and SL 1, and
expands into topics relevant to the history of the Americas. The main focus of study is a general
survey of the twentieth century history of the US, Canada, Mexico, and Cuba with particular
emphasis on how these nations have interacted and the role these nations have played individually
and together in world affairs. SL students will prepare for papers 1 and 2, and will fulfill their
US history requirement. HL students will prepare for papers 1, 2, and 3 and will fulfill their US
history requirement.

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE
1 year, 1 credit
Successful completion of TOK is required to graduate with the LAS diploma. The aims of
the TOK program are to engage students in reflection on, and in the questioning of bases of
knowledge. Topics include personal and ideological biases, consideration that knowledge may
place responsibility on the knower, understanding the strengths and limitations of individual and
cultural perspectives.

ESL HumaNITIES
1 year, 1 credit
This course is a thematic study of how individuals and cultures organize their ideas, perceptions,
and values into coherent patterns and structures. ldeas from ancient Greece and Rome to the
twentieth century will be explored to understand how modern views of the world have been shaped

by centuries of reflection on human nature and society.
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IB GeoGgrAPHY SL 1/SL 2 anp HL 1/HL 2
2 years, 2 credits
The aim of this course is to enable students to develop a global perspective and a sense of world
interdependence. Students will develop an understanding of the interrelationship between people,
place, and environment, as well as develop a concern for the quality of the environment. Goals
of the coarse include appreciation of the relevance of geography in analyzing contemporary world
issues, recognizing the need for social justice, equality, and respect for others, and the need to
combat bias, prejudice and stereotyping.

IB PsycHoLogy SL 1 ano HL 1
1 year, 1 credit
The aim of this course is to enable students to develop an understanding of the biological, social
and cultural influences of human behavior. Students are expected to develop an understanding
of different theoretical processes that are used to interpret behavior. Students are expected to
develop an understanding of different theoretical perspectives that are used to interpret behavior,
as well as develop an awareness of how applications of psychology in everyday life are derived
form psychological theories.

IB PsycHoLogy SL 2 anp HL 2

1 year, 1 credit

This course is a continuation of the themes discussed in the first year of IB Psychology. In
addition to the psychological perspectives discussed in the first year, the students will also look at
behavior through other major approaches that have been used by psychologists through the history
of the discipline. Throughout the course much attention will be given to the study of research
methodology as it pertains to the field of psychology, and each student will be responsible for the
completion of an experimental study.

MopeL UniTep NaTions

1 year, 1 credit

Students study the structure and workings of the United Nations at an intimate level. Topics
include the structures and purposes of the United Nations Organization, central features of the
modern international system, and major issues facing world governments. The course also covers
Robert’s Rules of Order and parliamentary procedure, aspects of public speaking, media analysis,
and study of current events. Selected students may be invited to participate in an international
MUN competition.

ComPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL PoLiTics
1 year, 1 credit
In this course, students will compare the governmental systems of several different nations
including, thougn not limited to, China, Great Britain, Russia, the United States, Iran, Mexico,
Nigeria, India, and Switzerland. In addition to comparing these governments, each student will
have an opportunity to consider the proper relationship between the individual and the state in
his/her native country.

IB ENVIRONMENTAL SysTEMS AND SocieTiEs SL 1 anp SL 2

2 years, 2 credits

The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective of the
interrelationships between environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to adopt
an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will
inevitably come to face. Some topics of study include the structure and function of ecosystems, the
use of resources by humans and the environmental effects of this use, and pollution management
Students’ attention can be constantly drawn to their own relationship with their environment and
the significance of choices and decisions that they make in their own lives. It is intended that
students develop a sound understanding of the interrelationships between environmental systems
and societies, rather than a purely journalistic appreciation of environmental issues.
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Science

IB SCIENCE SEQUENCES

Honors
Biology

Honors Physical
Science

IB Biology SL1/HL1

PossiBLE ESL SciENCE SEQUENCE

IB Biology SL2/HL2

IB Chemistry SL1/HL1

IB Physics SL1/HL1

IB Environmental Systems
and Societies SL 1

ESL 1 Integrated
Science

ESL 2 Physical
Science

ESL 3 Biology

GENERAL SCIENCE SEQUENCES

IB Chemistry SL2/HL2

IB Physics SL2/HL2

IB| Environmental Systems
and Societies SL 2

IB Science Sequence

General Chemistry

General Physics

Marine Ecology

General Chemistry

General Physics

General Biology

Marine Ecology
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NUMBER COURSE NAME PREREQUISITES

ESL 104 ESL 1 Integrated Science ESL department recommendation

ESL 202 ESL 2 Physical Science ESL 2 science or ESL department
recommendation

ESL 303 ESL 3 Biology ESL 3 science or ESL department

recommendation

SCI'112 Honors 10 Biology department recommendation

SCl 212 Honors Physical Science Honors Biology or equivalent; department
recommendation

SCI 200 General Biology previous science experience; Algebra 1

SCI 235 Marine Ecology one year of Biology required

SCI 300 General Chemistry previous science experience; Algebra 1

SCI 400 General Physics previous science experience; Algebra 1

SCI 610 IB Biology SL 1 Honors Biology or equivalent

SCI 710 IB Biology SL 2 IB Biology SL 1

SCI 620 IB Biology HL 1 Honors Biology or equivalent;

SCI 720 IB Biology HL 2 IB Biology HL 1

SCl 611 IB Chemistry SL 1 A grade of B in Honors Physical Science;

Algebra 2 and Trigonometry; department
recommendation

SCI711 IB Chemistry SL 2 IB Chemistry SL 1

SCl 621 IB Chemistry HL 1 A grade of B in Honors Physical Science;
Algebra 2 and Trigonometry; department
recommendation

SCI 731 IB Chemistry HL 2 IB Chemistry HL 1

SCl 641 IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL 1 department recommendation

SCl 741 IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL 2 Completion of 1B Environmental Systems SL 1
SClI 613 IB Physics SL 1 Honors Physical Science or equivalent
SCI 703 IB Physics SL 2 IB Physics SL 1

SCI 630 IB Physics HL 1 A grade of B in Honors Physical Science;

Algebra 2 and Trigonometry; department
recommendation

SCI 730 IB Physics HL 2 IB Physics HL 1

Course availability is contingent upon student requests and personnel.
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ESL 1 INTEGRATED SCIENCE
1 year, 1 credit
This course teaches students to develop the unique language of science. Students will increase
their English skills through an introduction to earth science and the creation of individual projects
using scientific readings.

ESL 2 PHysIcAL SciENCE
1 year, 1 credit
This course introduces students to basic concepts in chemistry and physics. In the chemistry
section, students will explore different chemical reactions and chemical bonding, atomic structure,
and will work with acids, bases, and solutions. In the physics section of the course, students will
explore characteristics of waves and the electromagnetic spectrum, and will examine properties
of sound and light.

ESL 3 BioLogy
1 year, 1 credit
Students will develop their vocabulary of the biological sciences, learn major themes and concepts
in biology, learn how to read scientific texts and articles, and are introduced to scientific writing
and basic lab techniques. Topics include cell theory, genetics, evolution, human biology, ecology
and some bacteriology. A major emphasis will include vocabulary development, writing, oral
presentation skills and some basic laboratory skills.

Honors BioLogy
1 year, 1 credit
This course is designed to introduce the necessary skills and themes that will prepare the
students for the IB Programme. Using the scientific process as their backdrop, the students will
be exposed to concepts in Biology and Biochemistry that include cell theory, genetics, evolution,
human biology, ecology and bacteriology. The students will develop the ability to analyze scientific
knowledge in the context of investigations and society.

Honors PHysIicAL ScIENCE

1 year, 1 credit

Continuing with the theme of enhancing the students understanding of science as a process,
students taking this course will be exposed to topics in physical chemistry and physics. The
students will refine their ability to analyze, evaluate and synthesize scientific information. Integral
to the IB Programme, the students will learn to approach investigations from the standpoint of
the investigator. This course is designed to complete both the skills and the content necessary
to prepare the students for continuation within the IB Programme.

IB BioLogy SL 1 anp SL 2

2 years, 2 credits

Designed for students who have an interest in living organisms and their interactions with the
environment but may not need preparation for higher level university biology courses. This course
covers 150 hours of core topics including cells, chemistry of life, genetics, ecology, evolution,
human health and physiology, as well as optional IB topics. The students are required to complete
40 hours of laboratory work as well as a Group 4 project through which students collaborate in
the scientific process with other scientific disciplines.

IB BioLogy HL 1 anp HL 2

2 years, 2 credits

This course is designed for students with a high interest in Biology and lays the foundation for
continuing biological studies in University. Students complete 180 hours of study in the core
topics of cells, chemistry of life, genetics, ecology, evolution, human health and physiology, as
well as additional Higher Level and optional IB topics. Students are required to complete 60
hours of laboratory work as well as a Group 4 project through which students collaborate in the
scientific process with other scientific disciplines.
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IB CHEmisTRY SL 1/SL 2 or HL 1/HL 2
2 years, 2 credits
This course covers stoichiometry, atomic theory, periodicity, bonding, states of matter, energetics,
kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, and organic chemistry. Optional
topics may include medicine and drugs, human biochemistry, environmental chemistry, chemical
industries, fuels and energies, and advanced organic chemistry. The course focuses on independent
learning and problem-solving in preparation for the IB HL assessments.

IB PHysics SL 1 anp SL 2

2 years, 2 credits

This course consists of 150 total seat hours divided into 110 hours of theory and 40 hours
of practical labs, including a Group 4 project to be done in conjunction with other IB science
students. Of the 110 hours of theory, 80 are dedicated to the core topics of mechanics, thermal
physics, waves, electricity and magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics, and 30 hours are
from optional topics such as quantum physics, and biomedical physics. Students complete the
course over a period of two years.

IB PHysics HL 1 anp HL 2
2 years, 2 credits
This course consists of 150 total seat hours divided into 110 hours of theory and 40 hours
of practical labs, including a Group 4 project to be done in conjunction with other IB science
students. Of the 110 hours of theory, 80 are dedicated to the core topics of mechanics, thermal
physics, waves, electricity and magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics, and 30 hours are
from optional topics such as quantum physics and biomedical physics.

IB ENVIRONMENTAL SysTEMS AND SocieTies SL 1 anp SL 2

2 years, 2 credit

The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective of the
interrelationships between environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to adopt
an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will
inevitably come to face. . Some topics of study include the structure and function of ecosystems, the
use of resources by humans and the environmental effects of this use, and pollution management
Students’ attention can be constantly drawn to their own relationship with their environment and
the significance of choices and decisions that they make in their own lives. It is intended that
students develop a sound understanding of the interrelationships between environmental systems
and societies, rather than a purely journalistic appreciation of environmental issues.

GENERAL BioLogy
1 year, 1 credit
The course is an introduction to the field of biology for students not planning to continue with the
IB Programme. Topics will include cell theory, genetics, evolution, human biology, ecology, and
some bacteriology. The course will include critical thinking skills, deductive reasoning, analysis and
synthesis of ideas, and reading comprehension of the textbook and supplementary literature.

GENERAL CHEMISTRY
1 year, 1 credit
This course is an introduction to chemistry with an emphasis on atomic structure, the periodic
table, bonding, and reactions. The development of problem-solving skills and laboratory skills
will be stressed.

GENERAL PHysics
1 year, 1 credit
Students will gain the knowledge of the laws and principles of physics in application to everyday
life. The focus of the curriculum is on concepts rather than problem-solving. Emphasis on
technology is carried out through projects and research papers.

MarINE EcoLogY
1 year, 1 credit
An interdisciplinary study of marine science, focusing on its biology, chemistry, physics, geology,
and history. Topics include theories on the origins of life, the energy and processes of life, survey of
organisms in the sea, the nature of water, waves, tides, weather, plate tectonics, maritime history,
and traditional ocean navigation. One year of Biology is recommended as a pre-requisite.
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Mathematics

PossiBLE Low 1o Mepium MATH INTEREST SEQUENCE

Pre-Algebra

Algebra and
Geometry

B Math Studies 1

IB Math Studies 2

PossieLE Mebium 1o HiGH SEQUENCE

IB Math SL2
Algebra 1 > A¥§65r22$1ei?d > IB Math SL1
g y AP Calculus AB
Algebra and
Geometry
PossiBLE ADVANCED MATH INTEREST SEQUENCE
Algebra 2 and IB Math SL1 IB Math HL 1 IB Math HL2

Trigonometry
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NUMBER

COURSE NAME

PREREQUISITES

MAT 100 Algebra 1

MAT 200 Algebra and Geometry

MAT 300 Algebra 2 and Trigonometry Algebra 1 or equivalent

MAT 600 IB Math Studies SL Algebra 2 and Trigonometry or equivalent
MAT 650 IB Math Studies 1 Geometry or equivalent

MAT 750 IB Math Studies 2 IB Math Studies 1

MAT 500 AP Calculus AB IB Math SL 1 or department recommendation
MAT 610 IB Math SL 1 Algebra 2 and Trigonometry

MAT 710 IB Math SL 2 IB Math SL 1

MAT 602 IB Math HL 1 IB Math SL 1 or Pre-Calculus equivalent
MAT 702 IB Math HL 2 IB Math HL 1

Course availability is contingent upon student requests and personnel.
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ArceBra 1
1 year, 1 credit
Topics include numbers (rationals, irrationals, ratios and fractions), algebra (linear functions and
inequalities, polynomials), geometry (volume, surface area, angles, Pythagorean’s theorem, similar
and special triangles, trigonometry), and statistics (data analysis).

ALGEBRA AND GEOMETRY
1 year, 1 credit
This course is designed to provide students a year focusing on numbers (rationals, irrationals,
and exponential), algebra (linear functions and inequalities, linear programming, and quadratics)
as well as problem-solving and critical thinking skills. Geometry topics include angles, polygons,
similar and congruent triangles, perimeter, area, volume, and coordinate geometry.

ALGEBRA 2 AND TRIGONOMETRY
1 year, 1 credit
Topics in this course include numbers (imaginary and complex, conjugate, exponents and
logarithms), algebra (rationals, exponential and quadratic functions, systems of functions and
inequalities, linear programming, sequences and series), geometry (trigonometric graphs and
transformations, identities and the unit circle), statistics and probability.

AP CarcuLus AB
1 year, 1 credit
Prerequisite: IB Math SL, Pre-Calculus or equivalent; department recommendation
Topics include differentiation of polynomials, trigonometric, exponential and log functions,
differential equations, applications of differentiation, integration by substitution, and application
of integration.

IB MaTHEMATICAL STUDIES 1
1 year, 1 credit
Topics in this course include functions (linear, quadratic, exponential), statistics (histograms,
frequency curves, linear regression, chi-squared test), logic, sets and probability. This course
prepares students for IB Mathematical Studies 2.

IB MATHEMATICAL STUDIES 2
1 years 1 credit
Topics in this course continue from the first year of IB Mathematical Studies. Topics include
trigonometry (sine and cosine rule, functions), geometry (volume, surface area and trigonometry
applications), finance and an introduction to calculus.

IB MatHEmaTIcs SL 1
1 year, 1 credit
Topics in this course include coordinate geometry, functions (linear, quadratic, exponential,
logarithmic, and trigonometric), function transformations, analytic geometry, polynomial functions,
sequences, series, an introduction to statistics and probability, and an introduction to Calculus
(differentiating and applications) and vectors and matrices.

IB MatHEmATICS SL 2
1 year, 1 credit
Topics in this course continue from the first year of IB Mathematics SL 1 with further emphasis on
statistics and probability (expected value, binomial expansion, and normal distribution), vectors
(magnitude, scalar product, and applications), matrices (algebra of matrices, determinant, and
inverse, solutions of a system), and further calculus (anti-differentiation, applications).

IB MatHemaTtics HL 1 anp HL 2
2 years, 2 credits
Topics in this course include probability and statistics, circular functions and trigonometry, matrices
and transformations, exponential and logarithmic functions, complex numbers, vector geometry,
polynomial functions, sequences and series, and calculus. The course prepares students for IB
HL Mathematics Higher Level assessments.
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Visual and Performing Arts

First Year Second Year

PossiBLE INTRODUCTORY ARTS SEQUENCES

Art 1
Design Fundamentals

Art 2
Studio Foundations

Level One Drama
Level One Band
Art and Culture
Level One Choir

Level Two Drama
Level Two Band
Music History and Theory

DiciTaL MEDIA, YEARBOOK, AND PIANO SEQUENCES

. B

Digital Media Applications Yearbook

Level One Piano Level Two Piano

PossiBLE HIGHER - LEVEL VisuAL ARTS SEQUENCE

Art 2 StL'JAcgJiEOBArt B Visual Arts IB Visual Arts
Studio Foundations Portfolio Development SL1 orHL1 SL2 or HL?2

PossiBLE HIGHER - LEVEL PERFORMING ARTS SEQUENCE

Level One Drama
Level One Band
Level One Choir
Level One Guitar

Level Two Drama
Level Two Band
Level Two Choir

Level Three Drama
Level Three Band
Level Three Choir

Rehearsal and
Performance

Level Four Drama
Level Four Band
Level Four Choir
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NUMBER

COURSE NAME PREREQUISITES

CAP 125 Choir (Level One, Two, Three, Four) teacher recommendation

CAP 136 Music History and Theory

CAP 148 Art and Culture

CAP 160 ART 1: Design Fundamentals

CAP 145 ART 2: Studio Foundations

CAP 245 ART 3: Studio Art Portfolio Development

CAP 170 Level One Band

CAP 106 Level One Drama

CAP 135 Level One Guitar students must own or rent an acoustic guitar
CAP 103 Level One Piano

CAP 270 Level Two Band teacher recommendation

CCAP 206 Level Two Drama Level One Drama

CAP 230 Level Two Piano Level One Piano and/or teacher recommendation
CAP 370 Level Three Band teacher recommendation

CAP 356 Level Three Drama Level Two Drama or teacher recommendation
CAP 470 Level Four Band teacher recommendation

CAP 460 Level Four Drama teacher recommendation

CAP 480 Rehearsal and Performance teacher recommendation

CAP 480 Band - Belle Epoque teacher recommendation

COM 400 Digital Media Applications

CAP 401 Yearbook teacher recommendation

CAP 610 IB Visual Arts SL 1 two years of visual arts courses or equivalent
CAP 710 IB Visual Arts SL 2 IB Visual Arts SL 1

CAP 620 IB Visual Arts HL 1 two years of visual arts courses or equivalent
CAP 720 IB Visual Arts HL 2 IB Visual Arts HL 1

Course availability is contingent upon student requests and personnel.
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CHoIR - MaIN Campus AND BELLE EPOQUE (LEVELS ONE, TWO, THREE AND FOUR)

1 year, 1 credit

Choir provides an opportunity for students to express themselves musically without playing an
instrument or having prior experience - everyone can sing! This course will focus on the joys and
challenges of singing and encourages camaraderie within the group and a love of music. Students
will sing as a full ensemble (women singing soprano or alto and men singing tenor or bass) and will
also learn music for just Women'’s and Men'’s Choir. The choir will perform at approximately three
concerts per year and will explore a wide variety of music (world, pop, musical theatre, classical,
modern, etc). Prior experience is not required to register for level one, but is required for levels
two, three and four higher level students will be encouraged to audition for the AMIS International
Honor Choir.

Music THeory AND HisTory - BELLE EPoQUE
1 year, 1 credit
Have you ever wondered how music is “put together” or why you like certain songs and not others?
This course will explore the theory and history of music and will begin to answer these questions.
Prior experience with music playing/reading is helpful but not required. Course content will
include the understanding and usage of music notation (pitch, rhythm, etc), chord progressions,
keys, transposition, and simple composition. The history of music will be traced back to gregorian

chant and we will explore centuries worth of music making.

ArT AND CuLTURE - BELLE EPOQUE
1 year, 1 credit
Students in this survey course will develop an understanding of artistic and cultural styles
through a broad range of art experiences and enriching personal encounters. Essential skill
development and practice in a variety of media along with experiences in criticism, history,
and aesthetics, provide multiple avenues of learning. This course is designed to accommodate
the novice and yet challenge experienced students.

ART ONE: FUNDAMENTALS OF ART AND DESIGN
1 year, 1 credit
Students explore a variety of two- and three-dimensional media. Projects focus on the elements
and principles of design. Art appreciation, aesthetics and art history are incorporated into the
studio experience.

LeveL ONE BanD

1 year, 1 credit

This class is for beginning students who would like to learn how to play flute, clarinet, saxophone,
trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba, or percussion. The instructor will assist and guide the selection
of the instrument that is right for each student’s needs and abilities. Classes focus on development
of basic technique with individual instruments and music reading fundamentals, allowing students
to become members of the LAS Concert Band in following years. All students must own or rent
an instrument for this class.

LeveL ONE DrAMA
1 year, 1 credit
The goal of this class is to provide students with basic tools for improving public speaking,
overcoming stage fright and building confidence in front of an audience. Students will create and
perform dramatic works in a fun-yet-challenging environment in which students feel free to work
and learn with each other. The course teaches physical and vocal awareness, ensemble building,
and acting techniques through the use of theatre games, improvisation and other performance
based projects.

LeveL ONE GuITAR
1 year, 1 credit
If you enjoy music and want to learn how to play the guitar, this is the course for you. Students
will learn basic guitar technique with an emphasis on classical style and music reading skills.
Students will need to own or rent an acoustic guitar for this class. Electric guitars will not be
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LeveL ONE Piano
1 year, 1 credit
This is a course designed for the beginning pianist with no or limited experience. With a limited
number of students per class, instruction is very individualized; each student learns alongside
their peers but works on a keyboard with headphones. Focus is placed on the development of
piano technique and music theory.

ArT Two: Stupio FOUNDATIONS
1 semester, 1 credit
Students further develop understanding of the elements and principles of design as they explore
style, thought and productivity within the context of art history, art appreciation and aesthetics.
Students experience a variety of media (drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture) with a
higher expectation of technical excellence, personal expression, creative thinking and reflective
problem solving.

LeveL Two Banp

1 year, 1 credit

This is a continuation of Level One Band. Skills mastered in Level One will be expanded upon
and developed in Level Two. The band is comprised of students who play flute, oboe, clarinet
bassoon, saxophone, French horn, trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba, or percussion. The band
performs several concerts and for other special events throughout the school year, and advanced
members will have the opportunity to audition for the prestigious International Honor Band.
Students in this ensemble will continue their development of advanced techniques and concepts
through the performance of music in a wide variety of styles, including classical transcriptions,
compositions for concert band, and arrangements of jazz, rock, and other popular musical styles.
A Jazz Ensemble is also offered as an after-school activity. Students must either own or rent an
instrument for this class.

LeveL Two DramA
1 year, 1 credit
The goal of this class is to provide a strong foundation in the study of theatre as a performing art
while at the same time providing a fun, comfortable, and challenging atmosphere where students
can learn together and work together. The course includes pantomime, the study of improvisation,
creating and performing monologues, scene work and playwriting. Students from this course will
be asked to perform scenes or full-length productions for the school community.

LeveL Two Piano
1 year, 1 credit
Students who wish to pursue group study at an intermediate level may choose to take Piano
Level Two. While advanced level students will be encouraged to take private lessons (which are
coordinated through the music department) Piano Level Two allows intermediate students to
continue to study piano during the school day.

ART THREE: STUDIO ART PORFOLIO DEVELOPMENT
1 year, 1 credit
In this advanced course, creative thinking and problem solving leads to the production of portfolio
quality artwork. Students work towards developing original ideas, using expressive media and
interpreting what they see, think and feel. This course is also designed to prepare students for
continued study in IB Visual Arts.

LeveL THREE BAND
1 year, 1 credit
This course continues from Level Two Band. Skills mastered in Levels One and Two will be
expanded upon and developed in Level Three. Students in this ensemble will continue their
development of advanced techniques and concepts through the performance of music in a wide
variety of styles.

46 o LAS Course Guide 2009-2010



LeveL THReEe DrRAMA
1 year, 1 credit
This class is intended for students who wish to study theater production, playwriting, directing,
improvisation and acting techniques at an advanced level. This course relies heavily on student
leadership and collaboration. Students will be expected to direct, perform or provide technical
support for scenes or full-length productions for the school community.

LeveL Four Banp
1 year, 1 credit
Students are provided further opportunities to develop skills mastered in previous levels while
also being provided with opportunities for leadership within the musical environment. Level Four
students have demonstrated commitment to their craft and are expected to display some of the
qualities typical of a consummate musician.

LeveL Four DrRAMA
1 year, 1 credit
This course is designed for students who are considering a career in the performing arts. Level
four students will have an opportunity to hone their skills as an actor, playwright and even director.
Students in this course have demonstrated dedication to their art and are expected to exhibit
leadership and an attitude of willingness. Teacher recommendation is required for this course.

DiGiTAL MEDIA APPLICATIONS
1 year, 1 credit
Digital Media students explore digital photography, word processing, digital imaging, graphic
design, presentation applications, desktop publishing, database applications and web design.
Students will investigate the cultural and economic implications of the digital world at large.
Digital Media develops skills in both creation and delivery providing students with the tools
necessary to succeed in artistic, academic, business and social communications.

YEARBOOK
1 year, 1 credit, Prerequisites: Students are enrolled by interview only
Yearbook offers students the experience of working collaboratively to document a year at LAS
through the publication of an historical book. This course begins with design basics, digital
photography, and an introduction to Adobe Creative Suite. Projects include advertising, design,
layout planning, photography, copy writing and proofing. Successful yearbook staff members are
highly motivated and extremely organized. Staff members are required to elect yearbook as an
activity.

IB VisuaL ArTs SL or HL

2 years, 2 credits

IB Visual Arts can be taken as a Group 6 elective for IB Diploma candidates or can be taken for an
IB Certificate. IB Visual Arts is a demanding course of study in which students are asked to think,
ask questions, and create a body of work that demonstrates a solid understanding of the working
vocabulary of the visual artist. Coursework must show evidence of research and investigation into
a variety of art forms from many different cultures while the student works to develop his or her
personal style in the art studio. Analysis of art and looking at art in historical contexts are essential
aspects of the program. Students will divide their time working in the studio, conducting research,
experimenting with different art forms and genres, and documenting their ideas in a Research
Workbook. Students are expected to constantly read, write, think, and question what they see
and do as artists. Students will develop a body of work based on one or more themes.
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REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCE

1 year, 1 credit

This course will be offered for credit as an 8th period (after school). Every student in this class
will have a hand in producing the school plays, either as an actor, director, choreographer, designer,
author, costumer, light or sound operator, stage manager, publicity manager, running crew member,
etc. This class emphasizes the hands-on process of producing a play. After the audition process,
students will be selected and expected to attend rehearsals regularly after school and some
weekends. This is a very demanding schedule but provides the rewarding experience of performing
and being part of an ensemble.

BanD - BeLLE EPOQUE (LEVELS TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE)

1 year, 1 credit

This course will be offered for credit as an 8th period (after school) and is a continuation of the
skills mastered in Level One. They will be expanded upon and developed in Levels Two-Five. The
band is comprised of students who play flute, oboe, clarinet,bassoon, saxophone, French horn,
trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba, orpercussion. The band performs several concerts and for
other special events throughout the school year and advanced members will have the opportunity
to audition for the prestigious International Honor Band. Students in this ensemble will continue
their development of advanced techniques and concepts through the performance of music in
a side variety of styles, including classical transcriptions, compositions for concert band, and
arrangements of jazz, rock, and other popular musical styles. A Jazz Ensemble is also offered
as an after school activity. Students must either own or rent an instrument for this class.
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All students at LAS take one credit of health and physical education as part of their academic program.
Health and Physical Education classes run concurrently and fulfill the required unit for graduation.
Students who have taken equivalent courses in a prior high school may apply their credit toward

graduation at LAS.

HeaLtH AND PHysicaL EpucaTion

This course will develop students’ psychomotor skills through a range of physical activities and
health issues appealing to various student interests will be presented. The goal for physical
education is for each student to acquire experience in multiple activities that hold special
excitement as worthwhile pursuits now and in future years as an adult. In addition to this goal,
the main objective for health is for all students to become educated about important health issues
so they may maintain a long, healthy and balanced lifestyle.
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LAS employs a full-time Learning Specialist who coordinates activities designed to address both
intellectual and affective learning issues. The aim of the LAS learning support program is to enable
students to think critically and work independently as much as possible. Although students are
encouraged to seek and utilize learning support resources, they are also expected to develop the
maturity and initiative required for success in an academic environment and later life.

LEARNING SUPPORT

TeacHER ExTRA HELP
Students seek academic assistance from their teachers during each teacher’s extra help session.
These sessions are targeted towards reviewing academic content covered in class.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Students with mild learning disabilities, such as dyslexia and ADHD, receive accommodations
within their main-streamed classes. Progress is monitored by the Director of Learning Support
through weekly grade monitoring.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

ConsuLtaTioN TEAM
The Health and Wellness consultation team, comprised of a learning specialist, school counselor,
nurses, and other specialists, meets weekly to develop strategies to assist students, create teacher-
training programs, and to ensure the well-being of all students.

COUNSELOR

A full time school counselor assists students with daily challenges and life crises. Counseling can
help students learn to take responsibility for their behavior and academic performance. Students
are encouraged to develop healthy decision-making skills and explore choices in their lives that
will help them take an active, positive role in shaping their own futures. Students who require
ongoing support are referred by the counselor to other community professionals as appropriate for
additional therapy or assessments. The counselor is part of the Health and Wellness consultation
team.

ComMMUNITY PROFESSIONALS
LAS arranges the services of professional psychologists and other mental health professionals to
help students cope with challenging and ongoing emotional issues or to make relevant assessments.
Students are referred for professional services by the counselor. All services are confidential.

FacuLty FamILIES
At least once a week, students meet in their Faculty Families. These families serve as a support
structure away from home, where students can meet others from different backgrounds, celebrate
birthdays, share stories, and travel on family trips. They meet regularly for meals and sit together
during afternoon assemblies, banquets, and special events.
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LAS In Switzerland

1854 Leysin
Switzerland
Tel: +41 24 493 3777
Fax: +41 24 494 1585
Email: admissions@las.ch
Website: www.las.ch




